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Chaptet

Introduction & Overview

Communities with a sense of place, a shared community vision, and a
commitment to achieving that vision through public and private action
are those that will thrive through changing times.

A Comprehensive Plan is an organized way of determining community
needs and setting goals and objectives to address them. The
comprehensive plan provides guidance to orchestrate resources and
events to achieve the desired vision of the community.

Under the Georgia Planning Act, 1989..

“Coordinated and comprehensive planning by all levels of government
within the State of Georgia is of vital importance to the state and its
citizens. The state has an essential public interest in promoting,
developing, sustaining, and assisting coordinated and comprehensive
planning by all levels of government. This article is intended to provide for
the coordination of planning, at the direction of the Governor, by
departments, agencies, commissions, and other institutions of the state,
and this article shall be liberally construed to achieve that end.”

The Georgia Department of Community Affairs is designated to facilitate
the oversight of Plans.
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The adoption of a compliant Comprehensive Plan enables the City to be a
qualified local government (QLG) with access to incentives such as CDBG
grants and GEFA loans.

Walton County Comprehensive Plan

Walton County, and the cities of Between, Good Hope, Jersey, Loganville,
Monroe, Social Circle, and Walnut Grove joined together to complete a
Comprehensive Plan in June 2007.

Under State Law, a Comprehensive Plan for these jurisdictions requires
update and adoption by June 30, 2017 (Loganville’s deadline is 2018).

Walton County has contracted with the Northeast Georgia Regional
Commission (NEGRC) to prepare these plan updates. Social Circle has
opted to conduct its own supplemental planning activities and develop its
own plan document.

Social Circle Comprehensive Plan

The development of a City Comprehensive Plan was identified by the City
as an objective in the Annual Operating Budget for FY2016/17.

Obiectives for Ficcal Yoar 2016.21
Objectives for Fiscal Year 2016£17

“City Comprehensive Plan will be developed, with extensive community input, which will
add to the previously adopted Future Land Use plan a specific Vision for Social Circle. In
addition, the elements of the future land use plan will be described and details of
intended timing, balance of uses, type of development, and long term infrastructure
elements to support the vision will be included. A Comprehensive Plan will provide
additional written detail and dimension to the Future Land Use map to communicate to
the public, future residents, potential industries, and commercial investors how the
community desires to guide the growth of Social Circle, to preserve its character unique
identity and protect its historic fabric.”



Process & Public Involvement

Under the Georgia standards, public participation must include
1. Identification of Stakeholders
/. ldentification of Public Participation Techniques
3. Involvement with the Stakeholders with those techniques
4. Legally required public hearings

A steering committee must be used which includes elected officials and
economic development professionals.

Page 5

[Draft] City of Social Circle Comprehensive Plan 2017 | Process & Public Involvement

Walton County Publipun& Steering Committee

Walton County designated a steering committee for the 2017 update of
the Countywide Comprehensive Plan. The Steering Committee included
from Social Circle two elected officials, and Mike Owens. The NEGRC has
held three meetings with the designated steering committee towards the
plan update. These meetings were held at the County Courthouse as
follows:

October 27, 2016; 2:30 pm - public hearing

October 27, 2016; 3:00 pm -overview of Process and input

January 10, 2017; 2:30 pm - review of Goals/Vision/SWOT Analysis

January 26, 2017; 2:30 pm -review of Work Program

Following the second steering committee meeting, the NEGRC
determined that the overall Walton County Comprehensive Plan would
consist of a separate document for each community. With this approach,
the individual City identities and Vision could be reflected, while also
coordinating a Countywide perspective.

March 2017 -NEGRC Delivery of Draft Plans April 2017

-Public Hearing on Comprehensive Plan
(Countywide)

April/May 2017
Compliance Review

-Submission of Plan to DCA for

June 2017 -Adoption by each Governing Body



City of Social Circle Public Input &&@ermittee
In addition to the NEGRC work on the Comprehensive Plan, a robust public input process was developed by Social Circle to gain community insight into the
Plan. A summary of the public input is provided below:
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Date, Time, Place Invitees Topics Attendees/Respondents
July 25, 2016
12 pm-Tpm Rotary Club City Vision 20
Magnolia Manor
December, 2016 Online Survey by UGA Downtown 246
Mayor & Council, School Board, Sr. City Staff, . o .
January 6, 2017 < chool Admin City School Collaboration; Strengths & Opportunities 25
January 7, 2017 I\/Iayor& Couml, or. City Staff, Planning Overview; Stakeholder Identification; Public
10 am- 2 pm, Saturday Commission, Downtown Development Auth, o . o A 23
. . Participation Techniques; Vision Elements; SWOT
Community Room Main Street Board
January 16, 2017 PUblic Plan Process; Upcoming Meetings; Notes from Prior i
Web Page Meetings; Survey Opportunity
January, February Public- Mailed with Utiity Bill Plan I.nput Information ; Offer to Attend Group i
Newsletters Meetings
January, February e o~ _ . " i
Facebook Blasts Public- CityofSocialCircle Facebook Notice of Meeting Schedule Input Opportunities
January 23, 2017
5 pm, Monday Public, Planning Commission General; Vision; SWOT Analysis 19
Community Room
January 26, 2017
6 pm, Thursday Public, Tree Board, Garden Clubs Natural Resources; Vision; SWOT Analysis 10
Social Circle Community Room
January 23-31, 2017 ngh school Student Focus Groups in Vision; SWOT Analysis 50 +/-
Advisory Classes
January 31, 2017 , ,
11 am- Tpm, Tuesday Public 'f‘dus“y Representatwes'and Economic Development Focus; Vision; SWOT Analysis 21
. Economic Development Professionals
Social Circle Theater
February 6, 2017
7 pm, Monday Boy Scout Troop General; Vision; SWOT Analysis 17

Social Circle Methodist Church
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Date, Time, Place

Invitees

Topics

Attendees/Respondents

February 9, 2017

Public, SCDDA, Downtown property owners

11 am- 1 pm, Thursday . Downtown Focus; Vision; SWOT Analysis 18
_ and business owners

Magnolia Manor

February 13, 2017

8:30 am, Monday Public, MS/HS PTO General; Vision; SWOT Analysis 6

Welcome Center

February 13, 2017

2:00 pm, Monday City Department Heads and Senior Staff Infrastructure & General; Vision; SWOT Analysis 10

City Hall

February 13, 2017 o _ _ .

6:00 pm, Monday H?StO“TC Preservat{on Socxety ofSomal C_ucle, Historic Resources; Vision; SWOT Analysis 17

Historic Preservation Commission, Public

Gunter Hall

February 15, 2017

3:15 pm, Wednesday Elementary School PTO General; Vision; SWOT Analysis 7

Social Circle Elementary School

February 18, 2017

9 am - 1pm, Saturday Public- Drop In Opportunity General; Vision; SWOT Analysis 4

Welcome Center

February 20, 2017 . " _ .

7:00 pm, Monday Pubhc,_CommumUes of Faith, Neighborhood Neighborhoods; Vision; SWOT Analysis 18
. : Organizations

Mars Hill Fellowship Hall

February, 2017 Web Based Survey Vision; SWOT Analysis 26

DRAFT REVIEWS

February 27, 2017

Planning Commission

Vision & Future Land Use

March 6, 2017

Social Circle City School Board

Vision & Future Land Use

March 9, 2017

Downtown Development Auth

Vision & Character Area

March 13, 2017
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